
1 Peter 3:1-22



Peter’s Challenge:

What does it look like to 
live differently because we 

belong to Jesus?



Peter’s Take Away:

Understanding who God is 
shapes how we live, and how 

we live should point those 
around us to Jesus!
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Peter’s reminder’s (thus far)…
• We are a holy people, chosen by God (ch. 1 & 2)
• We are set apart to live for Him (ch. 1)
• We are living stones being built into a spiritual house 

with Jesus at the centre (ch. 2)
• We have been called to follow the example of Christ
• In relation to society & governing authorities (2:11-17)
• In the workplace (2:18-25)

• In the home (marriage) (3:1-7)





As Christian’s, our starting 
point is not what our culture 

happens to think. Our 
starting point is God’s word!



Are we willing to let Jesus 
shape the way we live – even 
when His ways challenge the 
assumptions of our culture?



1 Peter 3:1-7 (NIV)
1 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your 
own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe 
the word, they may be won over without words by the 
behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity 
and reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty should not 
come from outward adornment, such as elaborate 
hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine 
clothes. 4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, 
the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is of great worth in God’s sight. 



1 Peter 3:1-7 (NIV)
5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who 
put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They 
submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like 
Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. 
You are her daughters if you do what is right and do 
not give way to fear.
7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live 
with your wives, and treat them with respect as the 
weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious 
gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.



Q: How can the way I love and 
treat my husband or wife 
reflect the love of Jesus?



The REASON why…
• So that unbelieving husbands might believe (v.1)
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The REASON why…
• So that unbelieving husbands might believe (v.1)
• Don’t use your freedom in Christ to assert 

yourself or create unnecessary conflict.
• Let your freedom in Christ shape how you love, 

honour and serve your spouse that they too 
might come to know Jesus!
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relationship with Jesus simply by watching the 
way you live, what would they see?
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The METHOD how…
• By living a life of example (v.1b-2)
• Cf. Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:3-10)
• Not just qualities for Christian wives, but marks of 

Christian discipleship for all of us.
• Our lives should give credibility to the message we 

proclaim! (v.3-6)
• Our hope does not depend on our circumstances or the 

approval of others. (v.6)
6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. 
You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not 
give way to fear.
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The BENCHMARK to follow… in Marriage
• Men are to use whatever strength or position they have 

to honour and care for their wives. (v.7)
• Our Heavenly Father cares deeply about how His 

daughters are treated. (v.7)
• ASK: Is our Christianity simply something we identify 

with, or is Jesus actually transforming the way we live?
• The closer we grow to Jesus, the more our lives ought to 

reflect His character!
• Jesus Christ is our standard (v.1, 7; cf. 2:21-25 & Eph 

5:21-33)
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1 Peter 3:8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be 
sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and 
humble.
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you were called so that you may inherit a blessing
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must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from 
deceitful speech. They must turn from evil and do good; 
they must seek peace and pursue it.
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but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.



The BENCHMARK to follow… as Disciples
• We are to live differently towards one another (v.8-12)
• We can entrust ourselves to God rather than 

taking matters into our own hands (v.12).

1 Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer,
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.



The BENCHMARK to follow… in Suffering
• We are to THINK differently about suffering (v.13-17)
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The BENCHMARK to follow… in Suffering
• We are to think differently about suffering (v.13-17)
• Suffering does not necessarily mean we’re doing 

anything wrong. (v.14)
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The BENCHMARK to follow… in Suffering
• We are to think differently about suffering (v.13-17)
• Suffering does not necessarily mean we’re doing 

anything wrong. (v.14)
• Remember – We belong to Jesus, our future is secure in 

Him. (v.14-15)

1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have.



The BENCHMARK to follow… in Suffering
• We are to think differently about suffering (v.13-17)
• Suffering does not necessarily mean we’re doing anything 

wrong. (v.14)
• Remember – We belong to Jesus, our future is secure in 

Him. (v.14-15)
• Respond with grace - showing gentleness & respect (v15-

16)

1 Peter 3:15b-16 …But do this with gentleness and 
respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who 
speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ 
may be ashamed of their slander. 



The BENCHMARK to follow… in Suffering
• We are to think differently about suffering (v.13-17)
• Suffering does not necessarily mean we’re doing anything 

wrong. (v.14)
• Remember – We belong to Jesus, our future is secure in 

Him. (v.14-15)
• Respond with grace - showing gentleness & respect (v15-

16)
• Our manner must reflect the message we proclaim 

(v.15-16)



The BENCHMARK to follow… While we Wait
• Remember why we have hope (v.18-22)

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
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The BENCHMARK to follow… While we Wait
• Remember why we have hope (v.18-22)
• Jesus suffered and died for our sins and rose again 

victorious. Jesus reigns over every power and 
authority (v.19-22).

• Suffering and death did not have the final word 
over Jesus. Because we belong to Him, they won’t 
have the final word over us either! (v.20-22)

• Just as Noah trusted God in a world facing 
judgement, we are called to put our trust in Jesus. 
(v.20-22).



Peter’s Take Away:

Understanding who God is 
shapes how we live, and how 

we live should point those 
around us to Jesus!



What’s YOUR Take Away?

Will the people you’re with 
this week see Jesus in the 

way you live?
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