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Following Jesus isn't simply
about making a decision to
follow Him. It's about
continuing to follow Him.
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Peter’s Big ldea:

Because God has given us
everything we need in Jesus,
we are called to keep
growing in Him.



2 Peter 1 (outline):

1. What God has provided. (v.1-4)

2. How we are called to respond. (v.5-7)
3. Why growth matters. (v.8-11)

4. The truth that helps us grow. (v.12-21
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Christ, To those who through the righteousness of
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' Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus
Christ, To those who through the righteousness of
our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a
faith as precious as ours:

2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
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3 His divine power has given us everything we need

for a godly life through our knowledge of him who
called us by his own glory and goodness.
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1. God has given us everything we need
to grow. (v.1-4)
3 His divine power has given us everything we need

for a godly life through our knowledge of him who
called us by his own glory and goodness.

4 Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may
participate in the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption in the world caused by evil desires.




1. God has given us everything we need
to grow. (v.1-4)

Cf. Ephesians 4:22-24 (NIV)

*2You were taught, with regard to your former way of
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted
by its deceitful desires; %3 to be made new in the
attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self,
created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness.



1. God has given us everything we
need to grow. (v.1-4)

- He has called us to Himself.

- He has given us faith.

- He has given us His promises.

- He has (by His divine power) made it possible
for us to live lives that increasingly reflect His
character.










1. God has given us everything we
need to grow. (v.1-4)

He has called us to Himself.

He has given us faith.

He has given us His promises.

He has (by His divine power) made it possible
for us to live lives that increasingly reflect His
character.

When we come to faith in Jesus, we discover
God has provided what we need to follow Him.




2. Our response = Make every effort
to keep on growing. (v.5-7)

> For this very reason, make every effort to add to
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge;
6 and to knowledge, self-control;, and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and
to mutual affection, love.
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2. Our response = Make every effort
to keep on growing. (v.5-7)

Cf. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God— ? not by works, so that no one can boast.
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> For this very reason, make every effort to add to
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge;
6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and
to mutual affection, love.
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- Christian maturity is not about how much Bible
knowledge we have or how disciplined we are.
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2. Our response = Make every effort
to keep on growing. (v.5-7)
Christian maturity is not about how much Bible
knowledge we have or how disciplined we are.

Our knowledge of Jesus should transform the
way we live and the way we love one another.

We should be increasingly demonstrating the
character of Jesus and making every effort to

grow more like Him.
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2. Our response = Make every effort to
keep on growing. (v.5-7)

- Depend on God who has given us all that we need.

-  Keep coming to Jesus.

- Keep listening to His word.

- Keep trusting His promises.

- Keep asking for His Holy Spirit's help.

- Allow God’s people to encourage, challenge and
correct us.

- Take practical steps of obedience.
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2. Our response = Make every effort to
keep on growing. (v.5-7)

- ASK: Where do | need to keep growing?

- Goodness - Godliness
- Knowledge - Mutual affection
- Self-Control - Love

- Perseverance



2. Our response = Make every effort to
keep on growing. (v.5-7)

- ASK: Where do | need to keep growing?

- Goodness - Godliness

- Knowledge - Mutual affection
- Self-Control - Love

- Perseverance

- REMEMBER: God has already given us everything we
need for a godly life - so keep on growing!



3. Why our growth matters. (v.8-11)

8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective
and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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- Knowing Jesus is not meant to just be an
intellectual exercise; it is meant to change us!

- We are meant to bear fruit (cf. Jn 15:8).
- Our fruitfulness brings glory to God

- Our lives become a witness to the hope we
IEVCRRIENYS
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? But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and

blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their
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? But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and
blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their
past sins.

19 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort
to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these
things, you will never stumble, "' and you will receive a
rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.




3. Why our growth matters. (v.8-11)

- Knowing Jesus is not meant to just be an
intellectual exercise; it is meant to change us!

- We are meant to bear fruit (cf. Jn 15:8).
- Our fruitfulness brings glory to God

- Our lives become a witness to the hope we
have in Jesus.

- Continuing to grow in Jesus keeps us firmly
established in Him.



3. Why our growth matters. (v.8-11)

? But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and
blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their

past sins.

19 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort
to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these

things, you wi
rich welcome
Savior Jesus C

| never stumble, " and you will receive a
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
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4. The truth that helps us grow. (v.12-21)

12 So | will always remind you of these things, even
though you know them and are firmly established in
the truth you now have.



4. The truth that helps us grow. (v.12-21)

12 So | will always remind you of these things, even

though you know them and are firmly established in
the truth you now have.

131 think it is right to refresh your memory as long as |
live...

14 ..because | know that | will soon put it aside...



4. The truth that helps us grow. (v.12-21)

- Christian growth isn't simply learning something
new. Very often, it's remembering and living out
what we already know.
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' For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when

we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
iIn power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.”
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19 We also have the prophetic message as something
completely reliable, and you will do well to pay
attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place...



4. The truth that helps us grow. (v.12-21)

19 We also have the prophetic message as something
completely reliable, and you will do well to pay
attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place...

21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit.



4. The truth that helps us grow. (v.12-21)

- Keep coming back to Jesus.

- Keep listening to His Word.

- Keep remembering His promises.

- Keep allowing His truth to shape the way we
live.

- Beinformed by the Bible and transformed by
the Holy Spirit!
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Because God has given us
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we are called to keep
growing in Him.
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KEEP ON GROWING!

1. God has given us everything we need.
ARy

2. Our response = Make every effort to
grow (v.5-7)

3. Growth matters v.8-11)

- A fruitful life brings glory to God.
- A fruitful life points others to Jesus.



KEEP ON GROWING!

. God has given us everything we need.
(v.1-4)

. Our response = Make every effort to
grow (v.5-7)

. Growth matters .8-11)

. Keep remembering the truth (v.12-21)



KEEP ON GROWING!

Because God has given us
everything we need in Jesus,
we are called to keep
growing in Him.
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