
Lost & Found:
Lessons from 
the Life of Jesus

LUKE 2:41-52



A parent’s worst nightmare…

A child is left behind (or goes missing)!

KEVIN!













What are we to make of this event?

• This is the ONLY record we have of Jesus childhood.
     (Luke 2:41-52)

• We have TWO gospel accounts of Jesus birth/infancy. (Matthew 
1-2 & Luke 1-2)

• We have LOTS written about his public ministry as an Adult. 
(all four gospels)

• Perhaps raises MORE QUESTIONS than answers.



More QUESTIONS than Answers

• Was Jesus being disobedient? Disrespectful? (v.43, 49)

• What was Jesus doing in the temple courts? (v.46)

• Why does Jesus seem to play it cool with his reply? (v.49)

• Why did Mary & Joseph not understand Jesus' reply? (v.50)

What lessons can we learn from the life of Jesus?



What lessons can we learn from the life of Jesus?

1. Lesson for Parents 
(Example of Mary & Joseph)

2. Lesson for Children
(Example of Jesus)



More QUESTIONS than Answers

• Was Jesus being disobedient? Disrespectful? (v.43, 49)

• Surely Jesus knew the 5th Commandment? (Ex 20:12)

• The Bible is clear -> Jesus was sinless (1 Peter 2:22)

• How do we make sense of this?

• We look for CONTEXT CLUES in the text.



Luke 2:49-51

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you 
know I had to be in my Father’s house?”

50 But they did not understand what he was saying to 
them.

51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was 
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these 
things in her heart. 



Luke gives us some CONTEXT CLUES (Helpful Phrases)

• “I HAD TO BE” (v.49)

Luke 4:43
But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is 
why I was sent.”



Luke gives us some CONTEXT CLUES (Helpful Phrases)

• “I HAD TO BE” (v.49)

Luke 4:43
But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of 
God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.”

Luke 9:22
And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”



Luke gives us some CONTEXT CLUES (Helpful Phrases)

• “I HAD TO BE” (v.49)

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I 
had to be in my Father’s house?”



Luke gives us some CONTEXT CLUES (Helpful Phrases)

• “I HAD TO BE” (v.49)

• “THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND” (v.50)

• Luke is foreshadowing events that will transpire 
when Jesus is older.

• Often His disciples would not fully understand the 
importance of what Jesus was doing. (Lk 18:31-34)

• Here Mary & Joseph failed to see the bigger picture.



Luke gives us some CONTEXT CLUES (Helpful Phrases)

• “I HAD TO BE” (v.49)

• “THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND” (v.50)

• “HE WAS OBEDIENT TO THEM” (v.51)

• Helpful to know that Jesus WAS obedient to His 
parents. (cf. 1 Peter 2:22)



Luke gives us some CONTEXT CLUES (Helpful Phrases)

• “I HAD TO BE” (v.49)

• “THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND” (v.50)

• “HE WAS OBEDIENT TO THEM” (v.51)

• “HIS MOTHER TREASURED ALL THESE THINGS IN HER 
HEART” (v.51)



Luke gives us some CONTEXT CLUES (Helpful Phrases)

• “I HAD TO BE” (v.49)

• “THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND” (v.50)

• “HE WAS OBEDIENT TO THEM” (v.51)

• “HIS MOTHER TREASURED ALL THESE THINGS IN HER 
HEART” (v.51)

Something significant & profound is occurring.



What lessons can we learn from the life of Jesus?

1. Lesson for Parents – v.39-42
(Example of Mary & Joseph)

Importance of living out your faith.

Importance of putting God first.



What lessons can we learn from the life of Jesus?

1. Lesson for Parents – v.39-42
(Example of Mary & Joseph)

2. Lesson for Children – v.49, 51 & v.40, 52
(Example of Jesus)
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