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Mark 8:27-29
27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages 
around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked 
them, “Who do people say I am?” 28 They replied, 
“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, one of the prophets.” 29 “But what about 
you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

1. The most important question. (v.27-29)



One Solitary Life (James Allen Francis)

All the armies that ever marched
All the navies that ever sailed

All the parliaments that ever sat
All the kings that ever reigned
Put together have not affected

The life of man on Earth
As much as that
One Solitary Life.
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Who do YOU say Jesus is?

1. The most important question. (v.27-29)



Mark 8:28
28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others 
say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
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- Seemed like a positive answer at first.
- Essentially saying Jesus could be one of the 

greatest people in the world.
- Jesus is equated with Elijah (1 Kings), hero of 

Israel. 
- Why is this an inadequate answer?

Jesus is MORE than one of the greatest people in 
the world. He is THE MESSIAH (Christ)!

2. An inadequate answer. (v.28)



Mark 8:29-30
29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say 
I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”
30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

3. The accurate answer. (v.29-30)



YOU = Jesus. No one else.

ARE = Not might be, or could be, or maybe one day 
will be.

THE = Not one among many, but THE only one.

MESSIAH (Christ) = God’s anointed King of the 
universe.

3. The accurate answer. (v.29-30)



Mark 8:29-30
29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say 
I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”
30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

Mark 1:1
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the 
Messiah, the Son of God

3. The accurate answer. (v.29-30)



Psalm 2:7-8
7  I will proclaim the Lord’s decree: “You are my son; 
today I have become your father.
8 Ask me, and I will make the nations your 
inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.
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Psalm 2:7-8
7  I will proclaim the Lord’s decree: “You are my son; 
today I have become your father.
8 Ask me, and I will make the nations your 
inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.

Every nation, tribe and tongue – we all belong to 
Jesus. 

3. The accurate answer. (v.29-30)



What is your response?



Two options:

1. Accept the truth (as Peter did), and respond in 
worship & obedience

2.  Ignore the evidence & reject Jesus claims, 
continue to live life our own way.

Ultimately, it’s an all-or-nothing decision!

4. Our response?



Mark 8:31-33
31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, 
and that he must be killed and after three days 
rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But 
when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You 
do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely 
human concerns.”

5. The journey of discipleship (following Jesus) 
leads to the cross. (v.31-33)



Three Key Tasks of The Messiah

1. Rebuild & cleanse the Temple
2. Defeat Israel’s enemies
3. Take up the throne.
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Daniel 7:14
He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 
away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed.
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Daniel 7:14
He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 
away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed.

The Suffering Servant

Refer to Isaiah 43, 44 & 53.
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must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
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Mark 8:34-38
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples 
and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 
For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What 
good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 
their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their 
soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with 
the holy angels.”

6. Following Jesus means submitting our lives 
to God’s agenda (v.34-38)
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36For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will 
save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole 
world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in 
exchange for their soul?
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When we accept Jesus true 
identity, our true identity is 

found in Him!



When we seek to gain the 
whole world and have it all 
we run the deadly and 
dangerous risk of obtaining 
what we want and yet losing 
what really matters. Fear of 
missing out will be the 
death of us.
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- We need to give our lives COMPLETELY over to Jesus 
(daily).

- We need to lay down our lives as we pursue & work 
towards the establishment of God’s eternal kingdom.

- Every choice we make to lay down our life for Jesus is 
another way of anchoring ourselves to the certainty we 
have in Him!

6. Following Jesus means submitting our lives 
to God’s agenda (v.34-38)



What if I am still unsure? 
Or have questions?



- Take up the Gospel of Mark reading challenge. (Read 
chapters 1 to 8 this week)
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- Take up the Gospel of Mark reading challenge. (Read 
chapters 1 to 8 this week)

- Look for the WORDS of Jesus. Notice the power & 
beauty of these words.

- Look closely at the ACTIONS of Jesus. See how Jesus 
matches up to the profile of the Messiah (cf. Isaiah 35:5-
6).

- Come again next week! ☺ 

7. What if I am still unsure or have Questions?
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